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Regular Meeting Board of Education 

Wallkill Senior High School Auditorium 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

The Board of Education recognized Kathryn Bayer, Jonathan Bayer, 

Roxanne Phillips, Jennifer Warren and Lori Williams as the 

recipients of the 2019-2020 Board of Education Award for 

Accomplishment for setting new and higher standards in achieving 

the school district’s mission goals and objectives.   

 

1. Public Comment – Agenda #1 

At 7:03 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.  No comment.  

 

2. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance – Agenda #2 

At 7:04 p.m. the meeting was called to order by President Joseph LoCicero in the Senior High School Auditorium 
 

 Members Present Members Absent 

Mrs. Anderson  

Mr. Bartolone  

Mrs. Crowley  

Mr.  Frisbie 

Mr. LoCicero 

Mr. Palen  

Mr. Petroccelli 

Mr. Spencer  

Mr. Conor Warren [Student Board Member] 
 

Also present were Superintendent Castle, Assistant Superintendents Devincenzi and Herrington and 

administrator White. 

 

3. Approve Minutes – [12/21/20 Regular Board Meeting] – Agenda #3 

Mr. Petroccelli moved the Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the minutes of the 

December 21, 2020, Regular Board of Education Meeting. 

 

  Motion seconded by Mr Palen and carried 8 – 0. 

 

4. Board Committee Reports – Agenda #6 

Audit:   

Mrs. Crowley reported that the Audit Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  The District anticipates receiving 

the draft internal audit in the coming weeks and will schedule a meeting to review the draft audit when it is received.  
 

Budget:    

Mrs. Devincenzi reported that the Board received a copy of the roll-over budget as well as a budget carry over summary sheet 

that currently reflects a 3.46% budget to budget increase.  This number will go down as we finalize salaries, benefits and 

BOCES costs.  Additionally, we received notification that the CPI used in the 2021-2022 tax cap formula will be 1.23% (this 

does not include exemptions).  There are still areas that need to be explored such as BOCES costs, teacher retirements, health 

insurance, special education inclusion class sizes, elementary class sizes and State Aid.  The District anticipates being within 

the tax cap (like it has been the past eight years) and will utilize fund balance and reserves to assist in balancing the budget.  
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On January 19th, Governor Cuomo stated that the executive budget proposals are dependent on either a $6 billion or $15 

billion federal funding stimulus package for the State.  Mr. Castle commented that the projected 2021-2022 State Aid runs 

include categories that have not been previously on runs, such as Services Aid and the STAR payment (not State Aid).  

Services Aid combines expense-based aid (i.e. transportation, textbooks, BOCES).  Based on the runs we received, STAR will 

be covered by federal monies.  In addition, there is a freeze on Foundation Aid.  Mr. Castle mentioned that more information 

is needed, and he will be watching a webinar on January 22, 2021, to learn more about our State Aid.  Mr. Castle also 

commented on the Special Education Action Plan which will need to be further explored prior to recommending its 

implementation for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

Buildings & Grounds:  

Mr. Frisbie reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committee has not met since the last Board meeting, but the 

committee will be looking to schedule a meeting to review the New York State required Building Condition Survey 

prepared by Tetra Tech, the Districts architects and engineering firm. 
   

CDEP:  

Mrs. Anderson reported that the CDEP Committee has not meet since the last Board meeting.  The next committee 

meeting is tentatively scheduled at 3:00 p.m. on April 14, 2021, via Zoom.  
 

Curriculum/TAG: 

Mrs. Anderson reported that the Curriculum/TAG Committee has not meet since the last Board meeting.  The next 

committee meeting is scheduled at 3:30 p.m. on January 26, 2021, at the High School; location to be determined. 
  

Health & Safety: 

Mr. Palen reported that the Health & Safety Committee met on January 19, 2021 via Zoom.  The committee reviewed 

potential changes to the District-Wide Safety Plan based on new requirements from the State to include provisions for 

Pandemic planning.  The next committee meeting is scheduled at 4:00 p.m. on February 10, 2021; location to be 

determined.  
 

Legislative:  

Considering the Board of Education Awards handed out this evening, Mr. Petroccelli proudly commented on retired 

District employees that have come back to work in the District and how their dedication has helped to make our District a 

success.  Mr. Petroccelli asked Mr. Castle to speak about the Pandemic Adjustments as mentioned in Governor Cuomo’s 

2021-2022 executive budget proposal.  Mr. Castle stated that the State needs to do a long-range plan on how the federal 

monies will be used. 
 

Policy:  

Mr. Palen reported that the Policy Committee met on January 12, 2021.  There are two (2) policies on the January 20th 

Board agenda for first reading.  The next committee meeting is scheduled at 6:00 pm on March 16, 2021, at District Office. 
 

Technology: 

Mr. Spencer reported that the Technology Committee has not meet since the last Board meeting.  The next committee 

meeting is scheduled at 3:30 p.m. on March 8, 2021, at the High School; location to be determined.  
 

Wellness: 

Mr. Bartolone reported that the Wellness Committee met on January 5, 2021 via Zoom.  Each building discussed the 

continual emphasis on connecting with students as well as looking for ways to keep students active not only during 

physical education.  The District is currently serving about 370 students with “At Home” meals and that equates to an 

average of 740 “At Home” meals a day being served (breakfast and lunch).  The next committee meeting is scheduled at 

3:30 p.m. on April 13, 2021. 
 

Student Rep:  

Mr. Conor Warren reported the following: 
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➢ Gymnastics, Indoor Track, and Nordic Ski began their seasons on Tuesday, January 19, 2021.  The New York State 

Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) has not yet authorized high-risk winter sports to begin. 

➢ Students in the music department are starting to work on their NYSSMA solos using the virtual platform Smart 

Music. The madrigals are continuing to work on music in hopes of publishing another online concert. 

➢ There has been an increase in the number of COVID-19 cases from December 2020, to January 2021. 

o Mr. Castle commented that to date we have had 74 students and 14 staff members with COVID-19.  The cases 

tend to be due to a spread within the household and have not been linked to our schools.  He acknowledged Ursula 

Petricek and Mr. Devincenzi for the work they are doing on contact tracing.  Mr. Castle informed parents in 

recent phone calls that possible disruption to in-person learning may occur due to quarantine requirements.   

 

5. Consent Agenda 

Mr. Petroccelli moved items 5A through 5H and 6A and 6B be taken as consent agenda. 
 

Motion seconded by Mr. Frisbie and carried 8 – 0. 

 

Accept Resignations – Non-Instructional – Agenda #5.A.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Kiersten Mickle 

from the position of Permanent Per Diem Teacher Aide, assigned to the Special Education Department, 

effective January 20, 2021, pending her appointment to the position of Part-Time [.97 FTE] Special Education 

Teacher Aide. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Lori Scarano from 

the position of Full-Time [1.0 FTE] Senior Typist, assigned to the Special Education Department at District 

Office, effective March 1, 2021, pending her appointment to the position of Full-Time [1.0 FTE] Confidential 

Secretary/Senior Typist to the Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services. 

 

Approve Appointments – Non-Instructional – Agenda #5.B.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Kiersten 

Mickle to a 26-Week Probationary Part-Time [0.97 FTE] Special Education Teacher Aide position, effective 

January 21, 2021, at a salary of $13.00 per hour (Step 3 of the CSEA Contract, 5.8 hours per day).  Ms. Mickle 

replaces Donna Castellana, who was reassigned. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the 90 Day Probationary 

appointment of Lori Scarano to a Full-Time [1.0 FTE] Confidential Secretary/Senior Typist to the Assistant 

Superintendent for Educational Services position, effective March 2, 2021, according to the Terms and 

Conditions for Confidential Secretaries at a salary of $44,000 pro-rated.  Ms. Scarano replaces Julie Wright, who 

has resigned. 

 

Accept Resignations/Retirements – Instructional – Agenda #5.C.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of Tracy Kowal from the Wallkill Central School District [Physical Education Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement 

purposes of Elizabeth LaMark from the Wallkill Central School District [Special Education Teacher], effective 

June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement 

purposes of Brian Mahan from the Wallkill Central School District [Health Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Lisa Perry from the 

position of Permanent Per Diem Substitute Teacher position assigned to the Senior High School, effective 

December 29, 2020. 
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The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of W. Craig Ramsay from the Wallkill Central School District [Social Studies Teacher (Dean of Students)], 

effective June 30, 2021. 

 
The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes 

of T. Alexander Scott from the Wallkill Central School District [Social Studies Teacher], effective June 30, 2021. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement 

purposes of Robin Stokes from the Wallkill Central School District [Elementary Education Teacher], effective 

June 30, 2021. 

 

Approve Appointment – Coaching – Agenda #5.D.  

  The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the following appointment for the 

2020-2021 school year: 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL: 

Dave Moore Assistant Modified Football Coach $2,724 

 

Approve First Readings – Policy – Agenda #5.E.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the first reading of the following 

policies: 
 

1. Policy #1330 – Appointments by the Board of Education  

2. Policy #5660 – Records Management 

 

Approve Substitutes Lists – Agenda #5.F.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the lists for individuals for teaching 

and non-teaching substitute positions. 

 

Approve Pre-School Special Education Placements – Agenda #5.G.  

The Board approve the placement of Pre-School Special Education students as recommended by the Committee 

on Special Education in its December minutes. 

 

Approve Special Education Placements – Agenda #5.H.   

The Board approve the placement of Special Education students as recommended by the Committee on Special 

Education in its December minutes. 

 

Accept Treasurer’s Report – Agenda #6.A.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent that the Board of Education has reviewed and 

accepts the Treasurer's Reports as of December 31, 2020 and Revenues as of December 31, 2020. 

 

Approve Foster Children 2019-2020 Tuition Rates – Agenda #6.B.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the 2019-2020 tuition rates for foster 

children attending the Wallkill Central School District as follows: 
 

Grades K-6   $11,077 

Grades 7-12   $11,029 

Handicapped K-6  $27,389 

Handicapped 7-12  $27,341  

 

6. Public Comment – Agenda #7 

At 7:31 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.  No comment.  
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7. Executive Session – Agenda #8 

At 7:32 p.m. Mr. Palen moved the Board enter Executive Session to discuss litigation and negotiations. 

 

Motion seconded by Mr. Spencer and carried 8 – 0. 

 

The Board reconvened at 8:32 p.m. 

 

8. Close Meeting – Agenda #9 

 At 8:33 p.m. Mrs. Crowley moved to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Motion seconded by Mr. Spencer and carried 8 – 0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kelli Corcoran 

District Clerk 


